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After a careful and thorough review of the High School curriculum, Dr. Johnson, 

Central and  High School Administration have developed a plan that expands 

student’s choices of coursework at South Side High School.  At the Board of    

Education Meeting on December 5th, the District Administrative team           

presented two revisions to the High School curriculum.  The first was the        

implementation of a CORE II Program, where students will be recommended 

for placement by the Committee on Special Education.  The second was the         

co-enrollment of IB and Regents students in the 11th grade English and Social 

Studies classes.  The Board of Education is in full support of both plans, and 

these revisions to the High School programs will go into effect in the 2019-2020 

school year. 
 

For the 2019-2020 school year, the school district will provide a new layer of 

special education services.  Core II will be a special program that will involve 

Committee on Special Education recommendation for participation.  Students 

enrolled in this program will, in the four basic subject areas of English, Social 

Studies, Science and Math, be enrolled in Regents course curriculum and be 

required to take Regents exams in these subjects.  Students in this program 

will also have the opportunity to enroll in South Side High School electives and 

participate in BOCES coursework.  It is the District’s goal for all students to 

graduate with a South Side High School diploma.  
 

All students, as part of their graduation requirements, must take both an       

English Language Arts Regents and a US History Regents in their junior 

year.  For the past five years, students were enrolled in an IB curriculum 

course which also served as preparation for the Regents.  For the 2019-2020 

school year, these classes will be co-enrolled and students will have the option 

to be designated either an IB or a Regents student. Classes will have a         

combination of IB and Regents students with differentiated instruction,            

assignments and assessments.  These classes will continue to prepare students 

for the  Regents exams at the end of 11th grade.   
 

A Workload Committee has been established by Mr. Murphy after concerns 

raised by Parents and District Staff.  This committee, comprised of teachers and 

high school staff, are developing a plan for the coordination of student           

assignments and assessments that minimize the clustering of work at the same 

time for different courses.  The District is not alone in its concern for             

workload.  The IB organization recently examined workload in its English      

curriculum and is considering a reducing the number of formal written           

assignments from four to one.  
 

The Board of Education has given the Administration permission to commence 

work on implementing these plans. As Dr. Johnson explained on December 

5th, implementation of both plans would involve rewriting the curriculum,     

creating a staff Development Plan and putting in place a timeline for evaluating 

the effectiveness of the changes. We look forward to working with our            

Administration and sharing the results with the community. 
 

Click here to view the presentation. Click here to watch the meeting. 

Programs at South Side High School 

http://www.rvcschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494023/File/Board%20of%20Education/Public%20Presentations/18-19/12-5-18%20-%20Program%20Proposals%20-%20South%20Side%20High%20School%202019-2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfVlNyMsR9M&feature=youtu.be


South Side Middle School Hosts  
“Take a Veteran to School Day” 

During the annual “Take a Veteran to School Day,” South Side Middle School students and faculty took the 

opportunity to show their appreciation for the brave men and women who have served in our armed   

forces and helped protect our freedom. 

The assembly began with Social Studies teachers giving students a brief introduction to the meaning and 

importance of recognizing veterans for the services they provide in protecting our rights, freedom and 

democratic way of life. Students then listened to the firsthand experiences of both combat veterans and 

those who served during times of peace, who brought history to life during their presentations. Speakers 

included veterans who have served in Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan.  

South Side Middle School Principal, Shelagh McGinn, said “Take a Veteran to School Day allows for our 

students to hear the very important message about how privileged we are to live in the United States of 

America.” Students left the program understanding the cost of freedom that we, as Americans, sometimes 

take for granted. 

Each year the Rockville Centre Parks and Recreation Department together with the Rockville Centre     

Police Department and the Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) sponsor Bicycle Safety Week for all        

students in grades 3, 4 and 5 throughout the District. Staff from the Recreation Center along with  Police 

officers visited each school and provided safety instruction and engraved students’ bicycles with an    

identification marker. Each bike was inspected for working brakes and for having reflectors and a     

warning device, such as a bell or horn. During the program, students pedaled through a bike safety 

course where they learned proper stopping and dismounting techniques as well as the correct way to 

check for traffic while riding.  The  program teaches students good bicycle riding habits and the rules of 

the road.  

Bicycle Safety Week 



STELLAR in Our Elementary Schools 

South Side High School Production of Romeo & Juliet 
South Side High School students wowed audiences with their production of Romeo and Juliet, a timeless work 

of art that has intrigued audiences since its premiere. The play, which was done in modern dress, tells the 

story of two young lovers whose time together is cut short by hatred. This production remains as engaging 

and timely today as it did in the early modern era. For this production, students auditioned and rehearsed in 

a workshop process, where students were “fed” their lines by fellow actors so that they had the ability to 

move about the stage and make eye contact, allowing them to bring Shakespeare’s play to life. The hard 

work and dedication of each and every cast member paid off as the final product was truly outstanding.  

All elementary schools integrate the Success in Technology, Enrichment, Literacy, Library and Research 

(STELLAR) Program into their curriculum for students in grades K-5. STELLAR and classroom teachers work 

collaboratively to extend lessons, provide a unified approach to developing research skills, expose students 

to a rich technological foundation and familiarize them with the resources available in the library media    

center. Throughout the District, students in STELLAR, learn the 4 C’s of learning; collaboration, critical     

thinking, communication, and creativity. 
 

Students throughout the District, participated in the “Hour of Code”, an initiative to introduce then to the       

language of coding. During this event, which was held during the month of December in celebration 

of Computer Science Education Week, students utilized a variety of websites and apps designed to nurture 

collaboration, problem-solving skills, logical thinking and creativity.  The “Hour of Code” started as a         

one-hour introduction to computer science designed to demystify computer coding and show everyone they 

can participate in the field of computer science. It has since become a worldwide effort to celebrate          

computer science, starting with 1-hour coding activities and expanding on what they learn. 
 

In addition to coding, since the beginning of the school year, students in STELLAR have participated in       

various activities.  In some schools, Social Emotional Learning was taught and students spent time talking 

about and acting out their feelings during different types of situations. In other STELLAR lessons, the focus 

was on communication and team work, where Legos were used to provide a variety of learning                     

experiences, including guided learning and problem-solving lessons. Students also engaged in STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) activities where they worked together to operate drones, 

build life-sized structures, program robots, solve brain teasers and build elaborate electrical circuits.        

Students are thoroughly engaged with the varied and enriching investigations STELLAR offers. 
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South Side Middle School Broadway Revue  

Students at South Side Middle School performed in this year’s Fall Broadway Revue production 

of, “Makin’ Change”. The show was set at Cal’s Diner and told the story of both the staff and     

patrons through music and dance from many of Broadway's most popular Musicals, such as  

Waitress, South Pacific, Sweet Charity, School of Rock, Hair, The Wiz and Hamilton.  The message 

of the performance was that change can either be scary or amazing. In the end, everyone    

changes; simply by growing up.  


